Short & Sweet: 5 Reasons Why
Jesus Had to Die

Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Mathew 20:28

Why did Jesus have to come to
earth, to be born as a man and die?
For as long as I can remember, I’ve known about the
crucifixion of Jesus. The church we attended prominently
displayed a large crucifix. Jesus on the cross—front and
center. The matter of His death was a bedrock issue, but I had
never stopped to ask why.

Why did Jesus have to die?
This question had been blowing around the corners of my mind
since I became a Christian many years ago, but I never gave it
serious consideration until recently. It came to the forefront
when one of my students, a new Christian, asked me, “why did
Jesus have to die?”. Good question. Couldn’t God save people

without Jesus dying on the cross? Salvation would so much
easier to accept if we could skip the whole crucifixion
process.

I do not claim to have deep theological or exhaustive
information, but my answer comes straight from Scripture.
Please, like the Bereans, search the Bible for further
insight.

5 Reasons Jesus had to die:
Reason 1: Jesus had to die because the wages of sin is death.
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23. Since the fall
of man in the Garden of Eden, God covered man’s sin with a
sacrifice of an innocent life. Jesus came to be our
sacrifice—the Lamb of God.
Reason 2: Jesus had to die because God cannot die. “Behold,
God is exalted, and we do not know Him; The number of His
years is unsearchable.” Job 36:26. God is not flesh and blood;
He is Spirit and therefore eternal. Since He cannot die, God
had to send Jesus to the cross.
Reason 3: Jesus had to die because redemption requires blood.
“Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with
blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness of sins.” Hebrews 9:22. Since God is not flesh but
spirit, He has no blood. Therefore, God took on flesh,
tabernacled among us, walked the road to the cross and shed
His blood.
Reason 4: Jesus had to die because prophecy must be
fulfilled. “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because
he hath poured out his soul unto death.” Isaiah 53:12. In
total, 28 prophecies were fulfilled on the day of Jesus’
crucifixion. For more information on prophecies fulfilled by

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, please see the
following link: Prophecies
Reason 5: Jesus had to die because God needed a perfect
sacrifice. “For by one offering He has perfected forever those
who are being sanctified” … “Now where there is remission of
these, there is no longer an offering for sin.” Hebrews 10:14,
18.
Jesus had to come. He is the only One who could live a perfect
life, pay the wages of sin by shedding His blood upon the
cross and thereby fulfill the Old Testament prophecies. One
question remains then …

Why did Jesus want to die?
Because God so loves us that He would rather die than live
without us. Sometimes I have days when I wonder if anyone
truly cares. Does anyone see my hurts and my wounds? Then I
remember, there is no greater love than this, that a Man
should lay down His life for a friend. Jesus died for me. He
died for you. He loves us.
He. Loves. You.

Action Points:
1. Knowing that Jesus has given His life for you, how can
you give your life back to Him? Where can you plug-in?
2. Who in your life needs to hear about the life, death,
resurrection, and love of Jesus? How can you begin to
witness to this person?
3. Look for three different people to bless today. (How
about the busy clerk at the store … the person who is
going to cut you off in traffic today … the elderly
neighbor who is aching for someone to visit.)
Life is sweet because Jesus died for you.
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