Short & Sweet: Go and Show

12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men
who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up
their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves
to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were
cleansed.
15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned,
and with a loud voice glorified God,
16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks.
And he was a Samaritan.
Luke 17: 12-16

“And so it was that as they went,
they were cleansed.”
Often when we think of healing, we think of resting. I
sometimes actually enjoy being a little sick, you know, sick
enough to stay home from work, but not sick enough to be truly
miserable. Lolling on the couch while catching up on Downton
Abbey or a favorite book are great ways to rest and
recuperate.
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Unconventional ideas. He had been known to heal people with
mud and spit. He healed by a word or a touch. One woman was
healed by grasping the hem of His garment. In today’s
Scripture, Jesus healed ten men by telling them to take a
hike. “Go and show yourself to the priests.” Go and show. A
real walk of faith.

As they went, they were cleansed.
Not as Jesus spoke, not as Jesus touched, but as they went the
men were healed of the deadly disease of leprosy. Most likely
the lepers had walked that road many times before. Why weren’t
they healed then? What made this time different?

This time they walked by faith.
There are two parts to every biblical healing: Jesus and
faith. And faith always requires work. What if the lepers
never went, what if they stayed stuck, dead in their sickness?
If the lepers never went, they never would have been healed.
Same with us. We can sit in the dust, focused on the horror of
our condition OR we can walk with Jesus and be healed as we
go.
I have also been healed of a deadly crippling disease—leprosy
of the soul. My sin covered me like scales on a leper. Like
the lepers my sin was more than skin deep—it was sin deep. And
Jesus said, walk with Me. So I went. Some things healed
instantly, other things have been cleansed as I went with
Jesus.

We are either in one of two
places—on the roadside or on the
road.
If you are on the roadside, do what the lepers did, lift your
voice and call out to Him. Remember, in those days leprosy was
a death sentence. Very few people survived the disease, yet
still the lepers had the faith to call. The lepers were
healed. I was healed. You can be healed too, but only if you
call to Him.
If you are on the road to healing and wholeness, keep walking.
God always heals us spiritually and sometimes He heals us
physically. Other times He uses us disabilities and all.
Perhaps we consider ourselves sick or disabled, but can it be
we are useful in our present sickness? Are disabilities really
tools God uses to great effect for His kingdom?
Keep walking. Whether you need healing from sickness or sin,
keep walking.

Action Points:
1. Ask for healing. No matter how deep the need, severe the
sickness, or wretched the sin, lift up your voice and
ask for healing. Nothing is beyond God’s ability to
heal. As always, pray for God’s will to be done.
2. Go! Keep walking with Jesus. Walking with Jesus
includes: going to church, serving others, using your
gifts, praying, worshiping, fellowshiping. As long as
you are able, keep serving others, because emotional
healing often comes through serving.
3. Give thanks. Give thanks to God for the healing He has
worked in your life. While you are thanking God for His
healing, thank Him for the many other gifts He has given
you. Cultivate gratitude in your life and pay it

forward.
Life is sweet! Go and show others about Jesus.
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