Short & Sweet: She Sinned

Short and Sweet Nourishment
for the Soul
2 … all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught
them. 3 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman
caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst,
4 they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in
adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses, in the law, commanded
us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?” 6 This
they said, testing Him, that they might have something of
which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the
ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.
7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and
said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw
a stone at her first.” … 9 Then those who heard it, being
convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning
with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone,
and the woman standing in the midst … “Woman, where are those
accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No
one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you;
go and sin no more.”

She sinned.
She was caught in the very act. Given the nature of her sin,
she did not sin alone, yet she stood alone before the crowd in
the temple. Was her lover in the crowd? The scribes and
Pharisees were using her as a sacrificial lamb to trap the
Lamb of God. With rocks in hand, the Pharisees interrogate
Jesus about the law. Ironic isn’t it … questioning The Word
about the Word.
Why did scribes and Pharisees think Jesus would give another
answer rather than stone her? Perhaps the fact He ate dinner
with tax collectors and prostitutes got around town. At any
rate, the Pharisees were willing to sacrifice the woman in
order to get to Jesus. After all, she sinned.
Jesus’ answer is brilliant.

“Let he who is without sin cast the
first stone.”
Silence.
Memories. Regret.
A single stone hits the ground.
Rocks drop one by one. Fists unclench. A hailstorm of rocks
fall to the dust.
Stones … stone tablets of commandments broken … the stone
rolls away from the tomb … the Rock of Ages, the Stone which
the builders rejected offers grace. The One who was without
sin, the only One who could throw a rock, throws her a
lifeline. She is left standing, boldly before the throne of
grace. She sinned.
Her story starts with a man and ends with a Man; one a sinner,
one a Savior. Grace comes and crushes her guilt, sin, and
shame. And she is free. She sinned no more.

Action Points:
1. Take your sin to Jesus. Tell Him what you have done and
accept His grace. Tell Him now.
2. Talk to Jesus. Like the woman caught in adultery, leave

your accusers to Jesus. Notice the only person the woman
talked to was Jesus. She did not fight, argue, or defend
herself to the crowds. What do you need to do to spend
more time with Jesus?
3. Turn and sin no more. Whatever it takes … new friends …
new job … new habits … sin no more. Change requires
change. What will you change today to change your life?
Life is sweet.

