i pray: trust

i pray
short podcasts to bring the sacred
into your everyday
Do you only have a few minutes for prayer today? You’re in the
right place! Try one of our new i pray podcasts. A few minutes
is all you need to pray God’s word into any situation
by interceding for friends, family, and yourself.

Show Notes
Today we are praying about trust. Perhaps like me, you may
sometimes have a problem fully trusting God because of current
or past hurts and troubles. You’re afraid of being hurt again.
And, when we’re honest, we wonder why God allowed these things
to happen in the first place.
This world is a beautiful, messed up place, and both beauty
and evil spill over into our lives. Let’s use scripture to
help us pray through our brokenness and healing — and our
place in God’s plan to redeem the world.

Today we’re going to pray through
two scriptures:
Psalm 9:8-10
John 16:33
To pray with us, just click on the arrow below. Feel free to
leave a comment or your own prayer as you process the issue of
trusting God.

Blooming in the Cracks
Life: Sacred Everyday

of

Mark and I turned the corner in downtown Westfield on our way
to a restaurant when it caught my eye. In a skinny crack of
the sidewalk amidst a sea of concrete
bloomed a velvety fuchsia petunia.
Beauty stood out in the midst of the
sparse environment.

Now I love flowers. Whether it’s a beautifully tended garden,
a colorful display of potted flowers, vining plants creeping
up a trellis, or a wild riot of wildflowers, I’m always
looking, smelling, touching, admiring. But I didn’t expect to
see one here.

And I realized that’s what life
should be like.
We spend too much time waiting for the perfect setting before
we bloom. We think when I have….when I get…then I’ll really do
what I’m supposed to do. I’m always waiting for something to
happen before I take action.
An updated house worthy of HGTV before I invite the
neighbors over.
A promotion at my job before I start giving to charity.
A visible position at church before I start
volunteering.
A perfect family before I let anyone get close.

We’ve got it all wrong.
When we live in the cracks and broken
places of life and bloom there for Jesus,
our fragrance of him beautifies and
permeates the neighborhood.

He won’t ever use us where we want to be if we don’t let Him
use us where we are right now.

Tweet This
We are where we are for a reason. It’s time that we become
like the fuchsia petunia and bloom right in the midst of the
cracks of our lives. It’s then that we’ll see our true beauty,
our true purpose emerge, as Jesus transforms us and those
around us.
Are you putting off blooming today because you’re waiting for
the next best thing to happen? Take your struggle to Jesus and
ask Him to help you start living now.

What Am I Missing?

Mary
at
Mahseh
working away!

I looked over at Mary furiously typing away, hunched over her
keyboard eyes locked on the screen. I had been in the same
position myself for the last 90 minutes sitting next to her at
the desk. We were at the beautiful Mahseh retreat center
having been blessed to find this secluded haven on Lake Bruce
in Indiana. With a new study launching in just a few months,
we pushed our minds into high gear, brainstorming ideas.

Our desk nestled in front of a bank of windows overlooking the
lake, and I glanced up transfixed by the scene in front of me.
Unnoticed by us, God was mixing his palette of paints and
dusting his sky canvas with gorgeous hues. Crimson reds
blended with tangerine oranges as the sun sank in a fiery
ball.
“Mary, look!” I said and pointed out the window. She looked up
and gasped, bleary-eyed from her work. While the sun dropped
below the horizon, we both soaked up God’s latest masterpiece.

“We almost missed that,” Mary said. “God plunked us down in
the middle of all this beauty, and we almost missed it because
we were so focused on our work.” She made a bug-eyed look and
stared at her screen in a perfect imitation of us over the
last few hours.We both giggled at how funny she looked, but
the irony wasn’t lost on us.
I wonder how often we go through life oblivious to the gifts
God gives us.
We run furiously from task to task, missing people in front of
us, nature surrounding us, and the strains of music wafting
through the air. God created us with five senses and all too
often we forget to use them. We need to remember to
pause throughout our day, look up, and notice the intersection
of the sacred and the everyday. Because it’s where these two
meet that we find the fingerprints of God.
Where have you seen Him today? Share your sighting below.

Five Weeks in Africa
I was so touched by the insights in this blog from Kelsey
Williams that I had to share her post. Although only 20,

Kelsey has insight and maturity that is rare for her years. So
many stories she relays challenge me to go deeper in my faith.
She has allowed me to share this post from her recent mission
trip to Africa.

By Kelsey Williams

The three weeks spent living at Our
Own Home In Jinja, Uganda, has come
with
a
lot
of
beautiful
opportunities that have birthed a
deep weightiness in my heart.
The raw realities of life have stripped away the blinders from
my eyes to things I’ve never before seen. Every day promises a
new story of boundless tragedy and penetrating pain that
pierces me to the core. The resounding question that leaks
from my lips heavenward, “Abba, how is it that sincerely
abundant life is found in a place where death prominently
persists?”
I have seen more effects of death in three weeks than I’ve
seen in my life of twenty years. Even still, I’ve seen a
people full of life and joy, a people who hold nothing back
but give freely.
Sixteen-Year Old Girl
A sixteen-year-old girl who lives at the home vomited at
school yesterday. She also had a fever; both are classic signs
of malaria. She was taken to a nearby clinic and sent home on
a boda, a motorcycle taxi, with an IV in her arm. She had no
paperwork or knowledge of the sickness she had nor what
medication she had been given. To add to the confusion, she

was suddenly loosing her vision and hearing. This sent nurse
Tina out at 7 p.m. to find the clinic to uncover the record.
It turned out to be malaria and she had been started on a
medication through an IV (a very aggressive treatment
especially for her case). The particular drug has very intense
side effects and explained the loss of vision and hearing.
Tina got the situation under control but the reality of fact
that these things can be done without anyone being notified is
alarming in my American mind.
Neema, a Mighty Prayer Warrior
There is a twenty-five year old woman, Neema that I have been
rooming with for the past three weeks. She told me of her
sister who passed away less than a year ago. She was nineteen
years old when she was bit by a cat and infected with rabies.
Neema told me her sister’s last words, “Do not cry or be sad
for me, I am going Home.”
Neema is an incredible woman of God. Every night I have heard
her get out of bed at three and she wouldn’t return for an
hour. I asked her about it one day and she told me she arose
to pray. I asked if she set an alarm and she smiled and said,
“No. Somethings are just meant to be by God.” Her faithful
devotion took the air from my lungs.
Milton, the Giver
When I was in Nebbi, Ben, my beloved friend, gave a young man,
Milton, about thirteen years old, a bag of seeds for eating.
He thanked Ben and then dug out a handful of seeds and places
them in the palm of eagerly waiting children around. He dug
out another handful, one after another, until he reached the
end of the bag. The final handful was placed into the last set
of anxiously cupped fingers. Milton took not a single seed for
himself, but gave it all away. I looked at Ben in
bewilderment, and he pulled another bag of seeds from his
backpack. Milton was able to enjoy them this time but he had

held nothing back for himself, not being sure that there would
be some for him.
I later learned that Milton was not one of the kids living at
Acres of Hope (where they get three meals a day). Milton lives
in the village and is probably fortunate to have one meal a
day.
Milton was willing to give every last seed away to kids who
would eat three meals that day while he suffered from hunger
pangs. There was no declaration of his entitlement to the bag
of seeds since it was given to him; there was no argument as
to who deserved the food.
I could go on and on with stories of both death and life. My
heart is wrecked. I cling to Abba’s arm because there are
great heights and depths that I cannot understand but I know
He can. He is sovereign through it all and His love is a well
that won’t run dry – and I’ve seen dry wells.
Sole Hope Ministry
I had the opportunity to visit Sole Hope Ministry today. Sole
Hope is a God centered ministry that brings relief to people,
mainly children, infected with jiggers. Jiggers are tiny bugs
(considered a flea) that burrow mostly into human feet – in
severe cases they can be found all over the legs and body.
Jiggers dwell in and eat the flesh, leaving oozy wounds on the
host.
Many people in the villages have never been taught good
hygiene, something most of us would consider common sense, but
how can you know if you’ve never learned? They don’t have much
access to running water and even less access to soap. They
also do not have facilities to excrete bodily waste so people
are walking barefoot through feces, both human and animal, a
good place for jiggers to breed.
Sole Hope is focused on reducing the bugs living in human

flesh. On the compound, they have dorms where they bring
twelve children to live for a couple weeks. During this time,
the children have the jiggers cut out, a painful process that
can last multiple hours for four days in a row. They are
taught good hygiene, given shoes made at Sole Hope, and a
basin and soap for washing in.
Sole Hope also has clinic days where they spend a few hours in
the village washing feet, removing jiggers, and passing out
shoes. I tried to go to two of these days but both times there
had been too much rain and the village was a mud hole.
On the compound though, we got to see the shoemakers. Shoes
are made from old tires, fabric, and milk cartons. I was
amazed at the quality of the shoes and very encouraged by the
ministry and people running it.
The shoemakers.

The seamstress who sews the upper part of the shoe.

The final product.

In spite of the hardships I have
witnessed, I am overwhelmed by the beauty

of what God is doing here in Uganda and
all over the world.
Abba is actively loving His people back to Himself and I am so
thankful to be apart of what He’s up to because I know it is
good.
I am unlikely to have any Internet in Fort Portal so just be
praying through that time with me for open ears and open
hearts, both for the Americans and Ugandans. Hoping to get
another email or two out when I return to Jinja but, if
not,I’ll be sure to send something out upon my return.
Much love,
Kelsey

Kelsey has given us so much to think about. One of the stories
that really affected me is Neema’s story. Just a year ago she
lost her sister to rabies – something that is treatable if
medicine is available. I was astounded at her 3 a.m. prayer
meetings with God every night. What a powerful prayer warrior
she is!
What has touched you from Kelsey’s
words? Please share below.

Today’s guest post was written by Kelsey Williams, a college
student studying nursing. She says, “The Lord has laid it on
my heart to bring nursing skills into international missions
and words cannot describe how passionate I have become about
this calling on my life. In the mean time, I enjoy getting to
know new people and letting them know how dearly they are
loved by their Father in heaven. I also enjoy talking to
people about my experiences in Africa and recruiting them to
come with me.”

The Sacred Everyday No. 2:
Purls of Wisdom

Captivating colors
and

tempting textures
of luscious yarn never fail to lure me into big or little
knitting shops I happily stumble across. Such was the case the
other morning, and I, entranced, open the door and follow my
eyes to the skeins posing on the shelves.
I walk back and forth weighing my options, considering my
ever-growing list of people to receive knitted Christmas
gifts. Poking around the shelves, I find a perfect project to
knit up quickly. With chunky yarn on big needles, even I, a
notoriously s-l-o-w knitter, will finish five of them with
time to spare before Christmas.
The bell jingles and the door shuts behind me as I head back
to the car. The glinting sun illuminates the display window,
stopping me in surprise. A Scripture glistens off the glass.
Funny, I hadn’t noticed it on the way in, two of my favorite
things juxtaposed like this.

This unexpected gift of scripture and yarn knitted together
makes a happy spot in my soul. Why haven’t I ever thought
about the work of my hands as being something sacred? Might my
hands actually capture a bit of His beauty, reflect a bit of
His creativity in every stitch, every pattern I make? My heart
says “yes.”
God snuck in this Sacred Everyday at Always In Stitches today.

Where have you found yours?
Pray on!

