Follow Along Advent Reading,
Day 2

Welcome back to Day 2 of the Painted Advent devotional reading
with the Bible app. Here is Day 1 if you missed it and want to
catch up.
On to Day 2!
Day 2 Luke 1:39-80
My thoughts: I love how God brings together Mary and
Elizabeth. I can imagine they were both reeling a bit from
their secrets. How they would have been a support to each
other during this time:

Mary was figuring out how to handle her pregnancy in a
time and culture when an unplanned pregnancy meant being
ostracized from society. She also knew that there was a
very real possibility that her fiancee Joseph would have
every right to divorce her.
On the other hand, Elizabeth was probably a bit stunned
by her own late-in-life pregnancy, especially since she
had been childless for her entire marriage.
I can imagine how these two must have enjoyed their months
together, praying and dreaming and planning about their
babies.

Waiting on God
The other thing that stands out to me from his passage is that
even though God sometimes seems to be silent in our lives, He
uses this quiet waiting time to birth His plan.
Four hundred years had passed from the end of the Old
Testament to the beginning of the New Testament. During these
years, God was completely quiet. No communication between God
and the prophets. No messages for Israel.
Meanwhile, the culture had been changing. Greek and Roman
influences were foisted upon the Jews. But during this time of
God’s silence, He was orchestrating His ultimate plan of the
birth of His Son.
Finally, the book of Luke begins with a flurry of holy
activity — the visits of angels, the return of prophecy (after
that quiet 400 years!), and the births of two long-prophesied
babies.
How Does This Apply to Us?
We can use this as encouragement in our own lives. When we
have been praying and waiting and God seems silent, we need to
remember that plans take time. God’s time. During the waiting

we continue to pray, to work, to seek, to watch — for our own
flurry of holy activity.
Let me know your thoughts as you walk through this season of
Advent.

