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“When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what
had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them.” Luke 2:17-18

The night started out just like any
other.
At dusk, the shepherds settled themselves and their sheep in
for the night, on the alert to possible attacks.
Extraordinary usurped ordinary when an angel and celestial
choir burst upon the quiet night sky
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Once the shepherds had gathered their wits about them and
understood the angel’s message, they ran to Bethlehem to find
the Savior. And find Him they did.
The shepherds surely shared with Mary and Joseph about the
angels’ visit, and unable to contain themselves, they lost no
time in sharing this hot-off-the-presses news about the baby
King they found in a manger with anyone who would listen.
Jesus has that effect on people. He likes to stir things up.
When the sacred intersects the ordinary, spectacular things
happen. The lame walk. The blind see. Sinners are forgiven.
Addictions are broken. And angels sing—and not just for Jesus’
birth. Luke 15:10 tells us that whenever another soul is won
to heaven, heaven celebrates.
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Perhaps your story isn’t as flashy as a million-watt sky
filled with angels. But the reality is, you’re a different
person than you were before Jesus, and that is a story that
deserves to be told. In the way only you can tell it. Never
underestimate the power of a changed life to reach others.
Like the shepherds, be alert to those God has primed for your
story. As a matter of fact, pray for God to send those who
need a word from you. Let’s look at a few ways to share:
1. Practice your story.Write down a 1-minute version of
your story. Your life before Jesus, your conversion and
your life after Jesus. And share it when God opens the
door for you to do so.
2. Give tangible help. Bring a meal to a family with a new
baby or to a family going through a hard time. Pray that
God opens a way for you to share with them, either now
or in the future.
3. Volunteer to teach a class at your church or lead a
neighborhood Bible study. Both children and adults need
to hear that Jesus loves them enough to have died for
them.
4. Write out your story longhand or on your computer so
that future generations of your family will have a copy.
You never know when your story will be able to reach
through time to influence others.
Mary and I appreciate you joining us over Advent for this
series. Be looking for our New Year’s podcast over the next
week. Merry Christmas to your and your family!

