Wednesday, December 18, 2013

Scripture:

“Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” Luke 2:36-38
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By Wolfgang Sauber (Own work) [GFDL (www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC-BY-SA-3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons. In this artwork, Anna is on the right side, the bottom figure.


Worship:

Savior of the Nations Come
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDd0FGY9Zg8


Focus:

These short three verses in the Bible hold out much hope for us. Here is a woman who was married for only seven years when her husband died. Rather than living in misery and despondency, Anna chose instead to live a life to glorify God. She walked so closely with God that when Mary and Joseph arrived in the temple to present the baby Jesus, Anna recognized Jesus as the redemption of Jerusalem. She had the privilege of looking upon the Savior and knowing Him.

I can only wonder how many people’s lives Anna touched. How many young mothers and widows might she have encouraged in her lifetime because of her close walk with her God?

[bookmark: _GoBack]During this time of Advent, take some time to reflect on a disappointment, life change, or tragedy you may have suffered. How can you allow God to use this in your life? Ask Him to open your spiritual eyes, as He did Anna’s.

Prayer:

Dear Lord,
Today we lay before You our disappointments in life. May You give us spiritual eyes to see beyond the sadness to how you can redeem this in our lives. Work in us, Lord, to bring about a blessing. Amen.
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