Wednesday, December 11, 2013

Scripture:

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14 NKJV

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to me the One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.” Micah 5:2
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Worship:

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sg8OJf40LJE



Focus:

The prophet Isaiah clearly foretells that a virgin shall conceive a child and give birth to God’s son. Isaiah served Israel during the years 740 to 700 B.C., so this prophecy was made sometime during those years. Some 700 or so years later we read the amazing story in Luke 1 of the fulfillment of this prophecy as the angel Gabriel appears to Mary to give her the news that she would be the mother of the Messiah! 

Inextricably linked to this miracle is Bethlehem. God glorified this small, insignificant town with the distinction of being the birthplace of the Messiah. 

I love how God often uses the lowly to bring about His plans. Mary was a peasant girl, and Bethlehem was a small city, nothing in comparison in size or prominence to the great cities of Israel. But as we read through the Bible, we see that God rarely chooses someone for his stature or prominence. God doesn’t care if you work for a Fortune 500 company or if your resume is packed with years of experience. God looks at the heart and chooses those to do His work that have a willing heart. 

Application: 

Do you have an inferiority complex where God’s work is concerned? Is God calling you to do something that you think is best left to someone wiser, older, younger, more talented or richer? God doesn’t see it that way. Some things have your name and your name only on them. God is waiting for you to step up and do them. Will you join Him?


Prayer:

Lord God,
We praise You for your marvelous plan of using a virgin maid in such lowly circumstances to bring about the greatest miracle ever. May we be awake and willing to the miracles You want to do through our lives as well. Amen.
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