Tuesday, December 3, 2013

Scripture: 

“Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am holy.’” 1 Peter 1:13-15 NKJV
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Worship:

Come, Now Is the Time to Worship (a beautiful instrumental version)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1dmLsteXRo

Focus:

You may be wondering what “gird up the loins of your mind” means. Basically, it means to prepare yourself, to get ready. God is telling us to be ready for Jesus’ coming, and He gives us specific instruction on 


how to do this: we are to be like obedient children, not conforming to former lusts as the lost live, but to put on a holy conduct. God is our pattern for this. 

How can we do this in each of our lives? Well, I would suggest we each spend some time praying about what our “lusts” are. We all have things in our lives that threaten to come between God and us. It may 
be a love of money, a preoccupation with advancing in the business world at all costs, an over-focusing on our children. The list can go on and on. The real problem is not in the things or the people themselves (unless they are outright sins), but in the place we give them in our lives. If we are worshipping them instead of God, then our priorities are out of whack, and we need to do some readjusting. 

The Bible tells us in Matthew 6:33 that we are to “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” When we lust after someone or something, that person or thing takes the place that God should have in our lives.

Application: 

Is there an area out of control in your life today that has taken the place that God should have? 


Prayer:

Dear Lord,
We pray for you to show us the areas in our lives that need to be readjusted. We want to be able to live a life of holiness, and in order to do that, we need to have our priorities straight. Help us to hear Your direction clearly. Amen. 
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