Tuesday, December 10, 2013

Scripture:
“And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever.” 2 Samuel 7:16
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Worship:

Once in Royal David’s City
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pc_Mo2KrIzw&feature=related

Focus:

In this passage, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Nathan with some specific direction for King David. God revealed that it would be David’s son who would build a house for God and that David’s line would be established forever. This was fulfilled with the birth of Jesus, his kingship, and then through His Resurrection from the dead. 

If you read through Matthew 1, you will see David mentioned in verse 6 in the family line of Jesus. This is another prophecy about the Messiah that we see fulfilled in the New Testament. God’s kingdom is forever established on earth. In this day and age, I try not to take for granted the blessing we have of so many representations of God’s “house” in our country. 

As I read more about the persecuted church around the world, I realize what a privilege it is to live in a country where we have the freedom to worship. I don’t live in fear that I will be yanked out of Sunday services and beaten, jailed, or killed simply because of my faith. Going to God’s house every Sunday is a part of my heritage that I simply took for granted for too long. 

Application: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]If you are able, are you faithfully attending your church? God tells us how important it is for us to worship Him together. If you can’t leave your home due to illness, you also have the opportunity to join services online, on the radio, or on television. As you can, support your pastor and your church by being an active participant and volunteer. And continue to pray for those who don’t have this freedom.

Prayer:

Dear Lord,

We praise You for Your heavenly kingdom that has been established forever. Lord, we thank You that You have allowed people such as ourselves to be a part of your work on this earth. As we look at the list of names in the lineage of Jesus, we see some great names, yes; but we also see people who were ordinary and some leading outright sinful lives. We thank You that you have made Your salvation available to us all. Amen.
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