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Scripture:

“And behold there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: ‘Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which you have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.’” Luke 2:25-32 NKJV
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By Stained glass: Alfred Handel, d. 1946[2], photo: Toby Hudson (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) or GFDL (www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons

Stained glass panel by Alfred Handel, d. 1946 in the nave of St. John's Anglican Church, Ashfield, New South Wales (NSW). This window depicts the infant Jesus being presented at the Temple. The title banner reads "Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace" (Luke 2:29), a reference to the old man Simeon, who had waited to see the Christ. The inscription on this memorial window reads "To the Glory of God & In Loving Memory of † Alice Naomi Russell †. Died 10th June 1935." Alice Russell's death notice outlines her involvement at the church.[1]


Worship:

Now That I’ve Held Him In My Arms
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBZiPRPogn0&feature=related
(You must watch this amazing video with music by Michael Card.)


Focus:

Here again we see another devout soul who was walking so closely with the Lord that the Lord told Simeon he would not die until he had seen the Savior with his own eyes. The Holy Spirit prompted Simeon to go into the temple on the very day Jesus’ parents had brought him there. Simeon also prophesied over the baby Jesus, and Mary and Joseph marveled at the words Simeon spoke.
 
I wonder how many spectacular things we miss seeing because we are too busy hurrying about our daily schedules without spending any time with God. When we slow down and wait on the Lord, He gives us the spiritual eyes to see His work in the world and lets us join Him in it.

How much more would God let us see, let us hear, let us do if we were to make Him a priority? It’s exciting to ponder. When I think about some of the modern day giants of the faith like Dietrich Bonheoffer and Billy Graham, I wonder, did they accomplish so much because they were special from birth, or simply because they made themselves available to God?



Application: 

Is God asking you to be a Simeon in someone’s life today? Do you see something clearly that is encouraging to another that maybe he or she is missing? Prayerfully ask God if He is releasing you to share this news with them.


Prayer:

Oh God,
We pray You will help us to slow down and spend time with You each day. May we hear Your voice. May we seek You and find You. Mold us and make us into Your image this day. Show us someone today that needs to hear Your good news and give us the courage to share it. Amen.
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