Third Sunday of Advent

Scripture:

“Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John, whether he was the Christ or not, John answered, saying to all, ‘I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’” Luke 3:15-16, NKJV
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Song:

Lift Up Your Heads, Rejoice

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kzgVzg8nVk

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/l/u/lupyhrej.htm

Focus:

On this third Sunday of Advent, we are again working on preparing our hearts for the coming Messiah just as John the Baptist was preparing the hearts of the people for the coming Messiah. John had been preaching to people that they needed to repent for the kingdom of heaven was at hand. John was such a charismatic character that many of his followers were wondering if he was the Messiah. In the verses you just read, John sets them straight with his definitive answer that one mightier than he was coming, and that John was not even fit to loosen the straps on His sandals. John wanted to leave no delusions in the minds of his followers.

John also then gave us a hint of what the Messiah’s ministry would look like:  He would be baptizing people with the Holy Spirit and with fire--and this is exactly what happened at Pentecost. I wonder if John truly understood the cataclysmic changes that his cousin Jesus, who started from such humble beginnings, would bring to this earth. The day of the Law was rapidly receding and a new era of grace was about to be introduced. Jesus was soon to be put in His rightful place as the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies for God’s chosen people.

Application:

As New Testament believers, we have the privilege of the Holy Spirit’s guiding presence with us each day. Very few Old Testament followers of God had that benefit. Today, let us ask ourselves if we are listening to and following His guiding and convicting presence in our lives.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, 



Just as John reminded the people to repent of their sins for the kingdom of heaven was at hand, I also now repent of the uncleanness in my own heart. I need to make room in my heart for Jesus the King, so I pray that You will show me all the things that need to be confessed and swept out. I ask for Your forgiveness, and I thank you that because of Your sacrifice on the cross I am forgiven.  May the Holy Spirit fill me and equip me for service in Your kingdom. Amen. 
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