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Scripture:

“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior who is Christ the Lord.’” Luke 2:8-11 NKJV
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By Master of the Houghton Miniatures [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
Annunciation to the Shepherds/ Master of the Houghton Miniatures (Flemish, act. ca. 1480-ca. 1485). The Annunciation to the Shepherds, late 1470s-early 1480s, from the Emerson-White Hours. Ghent (?). Tempera colors and gold paint on parchment. 12.5 x 9 cm. 95.ML.53 recto. J. Paul Getty Museum



Worship:

All Is Well
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5M0cy6yEaU

Focus:

I love it that the first people God sent His glorious news to were the shepherds! He didn’t choose the local head of the government; He didn’t choose the richest businessman in the region. No, He chose the shepherds. God knew what tender and brave hearts the shepherds had. They had to watch over the sheep and protect them from wild animals. Can you imagine what a fright the angels would have given the shepherds as they burst onto the quiet Bethlehem countryside in full voice?

Well, God entrusted them with the good tidings, and He knew what He was doing because right away the shepherds went and found the new King and worshipped Him. And then they went and spread the good news! It was too joyful to contain. 

Application:  

After reading this story again, I am struck by the question, Can God trust me with the good news? Do I joyfully share the news with others just as the shepherds did, or do I keep it to myself? 


Prayer:

Praise You, Lord, for the wonderful news you shared with the shepherds. We pray we can share the glad news with the same joy and courage as they had. May it be fresh and new to us. Amen.
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