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(In these last 11 days, we turn our focus to the Christmas story.)

Scripture:

“Then the angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zecharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zecharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.’” Luke 1:11-16 NKJV
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cappella_tornabuoni,_10,_annuncio_dell'angelo_a_zaccaria.jpg

For a stunning rendition of this scene, follow this link to William Blake’s The Angel Appearing to Zacharias. I can’t copy the picture here because of copyright. 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/51.30.1


Worship:

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pliqObTHxUQ&feature=related

Focus:

In chapter one of Luke, Luke tells us that both Zecharias and Elizabeth were righteous and blameless before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord. They had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced in 


years, so they were probably way past the time in their lives when they could still hope for a child. 

I love this story. Zecharias was a priest, and the priests drew lots to see whose turn it was to burn incense in the Holy Place. A priest would 
have this special privilege only once during his lifetime and sometimes never, so it was an important day for Zecharias. While he was in the Holy Place, an angel appeared to him and gave Zecharias the glad news. 

Isn’t it amazing how God chose a couple whose dream had died long ago to parent the man who would prepare the world for the Messiah?

Application: 

 I wonder this Advent season what dream you may have that you threw the key away to long ago? Is there a chance that God is calling it out to be birthed now? Let’s take that in prayer to our Lord.

Prayer:

Lord God,
We praise You because you are the rescuer of lost dreams. You used Zecharias and Elizabeth to become the proud parents of John, resurrecting one of their buried dreams and in the process, using them in a mighty way. Show us, Lord, if there is yet a dream left inside of us that You want to bring to life for Your glory. Amen.
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