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Scripture:

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.’” Matthew 2:1-2 NKJV
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Illuminated manuscript, psalter. The Magi before Herod (above) and the adoration (below). Located in the University Library in Leiden, Netherlands, 1190-1200 AD.





Worship:

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yv927QNtz78

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YWrkMtc1vI&feature=related


Focus:

The wise men had a long journey to find Jesus. By all accounts, they started this trip before Jesus was even born, because it probably took them a few years to travel that distance. They were determined to find the King of the Jews and had no idea that their visit to King Herod would have such deadly consequences for the baby boys in Bethlehem. 

The wise men continued on their journey, following a special star that God put in place to guide them. At the end of their journey, they found the child and worshiped Him (Matthew 2:11).

I think of the sacrifices those men must have made to see Jesus. They left families and the security of their status in their culture to follow a star to a foreign country to find the Savior. It’s never easy being a sojourner in a foreign land. We don’t know all of the sacrifices they made, but we know Who they found: Jesus. 


Application:

What are we asked to sacrifice for Jesus? We still are relatively free to worship as we want to in America. But sometimes following Jesus requires other sacrifices. Our friends or even our families may not understand. Certainly the media does not. If we are in difficult situations or relationships because of following our faith, then we can pray for the perseverance that the wise men showed in following Jesus. 







Prayer:

 Lord,
We pray that we will have the tenacity to seek You as the wise men did. We thank You for the salvation You freely give us through Jesus. May we continue to grow and mature in You as we journey with You through our lives. Help us to persevere through any backlash we may receive because of being Christ-followers. Amen.
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