 

 

 

September Prayer Bible Study

Harvest Time

By Mary Kane
I love the change of seasons! I have always felt blessed to live in the north where the years are marked by the changing seasons. It’s the end of August and yet it is only 66 degrees. Because of the chill in the air, I have that special snugly early fall feeling. As I’m looking out the window thoughts of fallish things cross my mind: crunchy leaves, hot soup and fresh bread, chilly winds, favorite [image: image2.png]


sweaters, Notre Dame football games, juicy apples, plaid skirts and school supplies, fires in the fireplace and fresh baked chocolate chip cookies. My neighbor’s garden also looks very autumn-like today. The corn stalks are beginning to turn brown, and peeking out from beneath large scratchy leaves are several cheerful orange pumpkins. After a summer of hoeing, watering and weeding, the crops are ready to be harvested. How like our Christian lives. We experience seasons as well: growing, weeding, planting and harvesting. God’s Holy Word says, “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest cold and heat, winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease “(Genesis 8:22). As long as life continues so will the seasons. It’s harvest time.
Please read all of Psalm 92. For this study, we will concentrate on verses 12-15.
Please write the first half of verse 12 in the space provided.
Go back and circle who shall flourish according to this verse. The word righteous in this verse means those who live according to God’s standards. Thank goodness that when we “believe God it is accounted to us for righteousness.” I could never live up to God’s standards on my own, but I can, with His help, believe Him and what he says! 
What will the happen to the righteous according to verse 12? 
They shall flourish! The meanings behind this Hebrew word create a number of wonderful word pictures in my mind!
Let your imagination have fun with these definitions. The original word for flourish used in this verse is the verb parah which means “to blossom, to flourish, to break forth, to break out.” It speaks of flowers or vines blossoming or shooting forth new growth. It also means “to send out shoots, to break out, to fly, to spring up” (BLB). 
When we live righteously, as God created us to live, we become more of ourselves. We will break forth and blossom into who He created us to be. We will grow and develop skills we never knew we possessed as compared to when we lived according to our own wisdom. We will soar where we used to labor with feet of clay. Dead things in our lives will burst forth with new life. Useless things will be pushed aside by the fruit of the Spirit springing up in our lives when we live by the truth of God’s Word. And all of this wonderful growth hinges on our choosing to live a righteous life. 
What has marked your life lately--the wisdom of God or the wisdom of man?

           
Are there any areas in your life that you need to give over to the wisdom of God?

What has God been breaking forth in your life lately?
As we have read, verse 12 states that the righteous will flourish like a palm tree. When I read that verse I wondered what was so [image: image3.png]


special about a palm tree. Of course I had to look it up, and here is what I discovered. The palm tree “…is a tree which from the earliest times has been associated with the Semitic peoples. In Arabia the very existence of man depends largely upon its presence,..” It’s branches were a symbol of victory-Jesus entered Jerusalem under a canopy of Palm branches (BLB). Nearly every part of the tree was put to use. Let that information fall on you for a minute. “The palm is, in truth, a beautiful and most useful tree. Its fruit is the daily food of millions; its sap furnishes an agreeable wine; the fibres of the base of its leaves are woven into ropes and rigging; its tall stem supplies a valuable timber; its leaves are manufactured into brushes, mats, bags, couches and baskets. This one tree supplies almost all the wants of the Arab or Egyptian" (Smith’s Bible Dictionary). The palm was a symbol of prosperity, beauty and victory! 
The psalmist specifically and purposefully recorded that the righteous will flourish like a palm tree. Take a few moments and apply all this information about the palm tree to the life of a Christian who chooses to live righteously.

When we live according to the wisdom of God’s Holy Word, every single facet of our lives will be useful and fruitful. God will prosper the work of our hands and use it to further His kingdom. Our Holy Spirit-inspired good works will be a beautiful example of God’s love to the lost of the world. And we will experience great victory over our enemies when we live lives of righteousness and integrity.
What do you need victory over in your life right now?

Take a few moments to pray and ask God to help you live according to the counsel of His Word and give you victory over your trials and enemies.
Now please read verse 13 again and fill in the blank below.

“Those who are                         in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.”
The original word for planted means exactly what you think it means, “to be planted.” Think for a moment about the houseplants in your house. What do they do? Nothing, right? A houseplant stays put. You don’t have to chain up your asparagus fern to keep it in your yard. Also, it is completely dependent on you to water it, feed it and place it in the sun. Let’s follow the example of Psalm 92 and permanently plant ourselves in God, completely dependent on Him for nourishment, growth and guidance.
Verse 14 gives a promise to those who live righteously and permanently plant themselves in God. Please write that promise in the space provided.
They will bear fruit even though they grow old, and they will be fresh and flourishing! The KJV states that “they will be fat and flourishing.” (I much prefer the NKJV.) Fat in Hebrew is the dasen which means “fat, juicy, prosperous, anoint, vigorous.” It is comforting to know that as our outward bodies age and wither with the passing of years, our souls can still be fresh, green, healthy and fruitful. Aren’t you glad that God always has fresh works for you to accomplish in your life?
The original word for bear in verse 14 means to “to increase, to make flourish, bring forth, to bear fruit” (BLB). It also means to be cheerful. Cheerfulness in our old age is another wonderful benefit of living a righteous Christian life. Please spare us, Father, from turning into grumpy old men and women. 
Think of the old people you know. Isn’t it refreshing to spend time with an old person who has a positive outlook on life? Consider your own self for a moment.  
How would your closest friends or family members describe your attitude lately? 

Whatever characteristics marked our personalities in youth seem to increase exponentially as we age. The grumps become grumpier and the joyful become more joyous. 
Last year I took my class to an area nursing home on three separate occasions. Each time we went, my students spent time interacting with the residents of the home. Some of the people in the home were very happy to talk with the kids, while others did not wish to be bothered with a bunch of bouncy, energetic little ones. One older couple stands out in my mind. The husband was a retired pastor from a small church in northern Michigan. For over 40 years, he and his wife worked side by side in the ministry together, serving God’s people. What I remember the most about this wonderful couple was the absolute peace and joy that poured out of them and splashed all over anyone who came near them. While we talked with the old couple, every few sentences or so they would lapse into a hymn or a passage of scripture. I was very encouraged by their passion and love for Christ despite their advancing years. And we thought we went to the nursing home to minister to them. All those years of service and they were still bearing fruit. 
Go back and read verse 14 again. The original word for flourishing used in this verse is different from the word used in verse 12. In verse 14 the writer used the adjective ranan which means “green, flourishing, to grow luxuriant, to be fresh and green” (BLB). Is this promise for freshness and vibrant life for the old covenant only? Let’s turn to the New Testament to confirm that God meant for this promise to apply to New Testament believers as well as Old Testament believers. 
Please write John 10:10 in the space provided:

Did God put an age limit on who could experience this “abundant life”? 
As long as you are alive and breathing, God has work for you to do for His kingdom—work that will satisfy your soul like nothing else can. This work will always involve serving others. When my first son, Erik, left for Cedarville University, I suddenly realized that my days as a full- time mother were rapidly coming to a close. Scottie, my youngest son, will graduate from high school this year. 
I began to ask God, What in the world will I do with myself after my boys are gone? I’ve been a mother for 20 years, and I’m not ready to give that up. I had also wanted to retire from teaching after Scottie graduated, but suddenly this whole retirement thing didn’t seem like a very good idea.  A radio preacher said in a recent radio broadcast that the word retirement is not in the Bible. God showed me over the course of a couple of weeks that it’s not that my life work will be finished when my children graduate, it’s that a certain phase of my life will be finished. I will still have important work to do as long as I draw breath. 
No matter what your age, you are needed and useful. If God is moving you into a new season in your life, and you are not sure how you should be ministering, just start serving in an area that interests you; God will direct you from there. It’s easier to turn a body that is in motion than one that is standing still.
Please return to verse 14 and 15 and read them once more.
What is the reason that God enables us to flourish and have a great harvest, even in our old age? Please look up the following verses and record your answers:

Psalm 92:

Col. 1:16: 

Eph. 2:10:
Rev. 4:11:

    
        
                “To everything there is a season, 
A time for every purpose under heaven;
A time to be born,
And a time to die;
A time to plant,
And a time to pluck what is planted.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1

 It is harvest time.
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